WTC developer Larry Siverstein has come under increasing pressure in recent weeks to speed up development at Ground Zero and consider including residential and retail space along with the planned series of massive office towers. Mayor Michael Bloomberg, who has asserted himself more in reconstruction since his landslide re-election suggested publicly that some of the $3.35 billion in tax-free Liberty Bonds Silverstein is counting on to help build his office towers could go to other developers for other uses. Bloomberg supports a mixed-use site, rather than a strictly commercial development, claiming demand is not high enough to fill Silverstein’s buildings. "There are a variety of projects [the bonds] could be used for," Bloomberg is quoted in a recent New York Daily News article. He added: "Some are Silverstein projects, some are other projects. But we're just not going to give away the bonds willy-nilly." http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/WTC/article_002296.php
Silverstein fired back against his critics, claiming that he cannot begin construction until the Government readies the site. "Construction cannot proceed until government finishes excavating," he said in the Daily News article. He also insisted that his office towers are the only viable plan for the WTC site. "So they don't have to go to New Jersey, they can stay right here in lower Manhattan where we want to put back the 100,000 jobs that were lost on 9/11. They'll go to New Jersey if we can't provide for them," Silverstein said in a New York Post interview published Thursday. http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/WTC/article_002297.php

House and Senate tentatively agree on Patriot Act reauthorization
The House and Senate compromised over some of the more controversial provisions of the USA Patriot act, passed by Congress in 2002 in response to the 9/11 attacks. The Patriot act removed many of the barriers to information sharing and surveillance that allowed the plot to succeed, but certain provisions have come under fire from civil libertarians who believe they give the government too much power. Fourteen of the law’s non-controversial provisions would be made permanent under the agreement. Two that have spurred contentious debate, the government's access to library and business records and the use of roving wiretaps, will be authorized for four years only. 
It is likely that the framework agreed upon Thursday will pass the House and Senate, but members of both chambers have expressed strong reservations, either that the powers go to far or do not go far enough. "There's no doubt about the need for tools for law enforcement to fight terrorism, both domestically and internationally," said Senator Arlen Specter, who announced the agreement Thursday. "But equally clearly, there's been a need for refinement of the protection of civil liberties and civil rights," he added, as quoted in a New York Times article. VOICES will continue to keep you updated on this important issue as the fate of the framework announced Thursday faces a vote in Congress. 
