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NEW CANAAN, CT --- (June 1, 2005) --- Mary Fetchet, Founding Director of Voices of September 11th  (“VOICES”) will join 9/11 family members and VOICES staff to attend the 9/11 Commission Public Discourse Project’s first hearing, on FBI and CIA reform, in Washington on Monday, June 6.
“We are traveling to Washington once again to support the 9/11 Commission and their vitally important work,” Fetchet said. “We appreciate the Commission’s dedication and commitment to keeping the public informed while working to make our country safer.  

“The 9/11 legislation must be implemented as the Commission intended to ensure that the integrity of the reforms is not compromised. Our nation’s safety is too important to look the other way,” Fetchet said.

Fetchet, who testified before the 9/11 Commission on March 31, 2003 and the U.S. Senate Governmental Affairs Committee on August 17, 2004, founded Voices of September 11th after the death of her son in the World Trade Center. She will attend each of the eight scheduled hearings of the 9/11 PDP.  As the hearings proceed, VOICES will keep the public informed about the progress of implementing the 9/11 Commission reforms and related issues through our website www.voicesofsept11.org. 

“We must remain vigilant to keep these essential reforms at the top of the agenda in Washington,” Fetchet said. “Nearly four years have passed since 9/11, and although we’ve made some progress, I’m concerned that the sense of urgency has been replaced by complacency.”

Mary Fetchet will be available for comment following each panel discussion.   

“I wasn’t aware that my son’s life was in jeopardy on September 11th or how unprepared we were to protect our county from the threat of terrorism.  After the death of my son I feel a moral obligation to be sure that our government implements these reforms to ensure that no other family suffers the losses we suffered on 9/11.”
Voices of September 11th (http://www.voicesofsept11.org) is a nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy group founded in October 2001 by Mary Fetchet after the death of her son in the 9/11 attacks.  VOICES is a multi-faceted organization that promotes public policy reform for prevention, preparedness and response related to terrorism.  VOICES provides information and resources for 9/11 families, survivors and rescue workers; and fosters relationships internationally through its Building Bridges project.

