On Tuesday, June 28th the 9/11 Public Discourse Project held its fourth panel discussion to evaluate the implementation of the 9/11 Commission recommendations for government reform. Tuesday’s panel focused on Homeland Security issues including border control, port security and airport safety. A full transcript is available, as is Government Executive’s coverage of the event (links 1 and 2). The panelists’ greatest concern is the growing sense of complacency among government officials and the general public. Former 9/11 Commissioner Slade Gorton explained: "For every day that goes by in which we are successful in protecting the people of the United States, it becomes more and more difficult to focus the attention of policy makers on steps that are necessary to see to it that that condition exists." 

(Perhaps have a link to “more” here and have the rest of the summary on a .pdf)  

This sentiment prevailed among the panelists, who felt that although many reforms have been enacted, many gaps in our national defense network still exist. "With my own eyes, I see vulnerabilities almost every single day that could be closed," said Bob Kerrey, a former 9/11 Commissioner who moderated Tuesday’s discussion. The panelists attributed this sense of complacency to the passing of almost four years since 9/11 without an attack on the homeland. Clark Kent Ervin, who previously served as the Homeland Security Department’s Inspector General, warned that although there has not been an attack, the threat is still very real. In an interview with Government Executive, Ervin said, "We're safer now than we were on 9/11, but we're not as safe as we can be, we're not as safe as we need to be, we're not as safe as we think we are."
Maritime and port security was a topic of significant discussion among the panelists, particularly Steven Flynn, a senior fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations. He said an attack on the maritime industry, which remains largely unprotected, could be crippling to the global trade system. "Looking in the maritime arena ... there is not much in place that would deter me from exploiting this sector and targeting this sector," he said.

Other panelists included former DHS Assistant Secretary C. Stewart Verdery, William Raisch of the International Center for Preparedness, and Mayor Edward Lambert of Fall River, Massachusetts. For more information on this hearing, visit the 9/11 PDP website. (3)
1) we will see if they get the transcript out in time, otherwise cut this 

 2) http://www.voicesofsept11.org/911_pdp/062805.htm
3) http://www.9-11pdp.org/ua/2005-06-28.htm
On Monday, July 11th the PDP will host a panel discussion on Congressional Reform in the post-9/11 era. Panelists include Senator Pat Roberts and former Speaker of the House Thomas S. Foley. Congress has made some progress in legislating the 9/11 Commission Reforms, most notably by passing the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004. However, Congress still has a long way to go in reforming its own oversight procedures for the Department of Homeland Security and other new government agencies. In a Baltimore Sun Op-Ed (1) last month, 9/11 Commission Chairman Tom Kean and Vice Chairman Lee Hamilton warned, “Congress is not organized to be an effective partner and watchdog in the post-9/11 era.” We look forward to hearing from this distinguished panel on ways that Congress can improve its oversight of the agencies charged with keeping us safe. 
Slade Gorton, (2) a former 9/11 Commissioner and current member of the 9/11 PDP will moderate this panel. Gorton is currently of counsel at Preston Gates & Ellis, a private law firm. For 18 years prior, he represented the state of Washington in the United States Senate. While in the Senate, he served on several committees, as well as in the Republican leadership. Gorton’s first-hand knowledge makes him an excellent source to discuss the need for Congressional reform in the post-9/11 era. Please view a flyer for Monday’s panel, or visit the PDP website for more information.
1) http://www.voicesofsept11.org/911_pdp/061205c.htm
 
2) http://www.9-11pdp.org/about/bio_gorton.htm
3) http://www.9-11pdp.org/press/2005-07-11_flyer.pdf
4)  http://www.9-11pdp.org/ua/2005-07-11.htm
