BUSH SIGNS TERROR DETAINEE BILL “IN MEMORY OF THE VICTIMS OF SEPTEMBER THE 11TH”

On Wednesday, “in memory of the victims of September the 11th,” President George W. Bush signed a bill creating new rules for prosecuting and interrogating terror suspects. According to President Bush, the Military Commissions Act of 2006 would authorize the CIA to restart its controversial interrogations of high-level suspected terrorists. Suspected 9/11 plot leaders Khalid Sheikh Mohammed and Ramzi Binalshibh were among the detainees held and interrogated indefinitely by the CIA in a network of secret prisons around the world. Last month, President Bush announced that Mohammed, Binalsibh and the 12 other terror suspects in the secret program would be transferred to the prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, for eventual trial by the Military Commissions. 

President Bush repeatedly invoked the memory of 9/11 during remarks at the bill’s signing: “There is nothing we can do to bring back the men and women lost on September 11th, 2001. Yet we'll always honor their memory and we will never forget the way they were taken from us… With this bill, America reaffirms our determination to win the war on terror.” Click here to read a full transcript of the President’s remarks. “detaineestatement”
Compromise Bill Seen As Victory For Bush, Democrats Respond
The final bill was a compromise reached after top Republican senators, including 2008 Presidential hopeful John McCain, demanded changes to the Administration’s initial draft of the detainee legislation. However, the President received much of the power he wanted to detain suspected terrorists and use aggressive interrogation tactics. The law also prevents  The Military Commissions Act of 2006 was written in response to a Supreme Court ruling, Hamdan v. Rumsfeld, earlier this year that invalidated the system that President Bush had set up for trying terror suspects, saying they required Congressional authorization. 
The new law also strips the federal courts of jurisdiction to hear petitions from non-US citizen detainees for writs of habeas corpus, meaning that terror suspects cannot go to court to challenge the constitutionality of their confinement. Because of habeas corpus and other issues, it is unclear that the new law will meet Supreme Court approval, and more legal challenges along the lines of Hamdan are likely to follow. “Democrats want terrorists who kill Americans tried, convicted, and punished through a constitutionally sound process that will be upheld on appeal. That goal will not be achieved by the bill President Bush signed into law today,” House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) said in a statement responding to the President. 
