There are many different sides to the argument. One of the best ways to get a handle on things is to look at quotes.
US President George W. Bush: The transaction should go forward, in my judgment. If there was any chance that this transaction would jeopardize the security of the United States, it would not go forward. The company has been cooperative with the United States government. The company will not manage port security. The security of our ports will be -- continue to be managed by the Coast Guard and Customs. The company is from a country that has been cooperative in the war on terror, been an ally in the war on terror. The company operates ports in different countries around the world, ports from which cargo has been sent to the United States on a regular basis. I think it sends a terrible signal to friends around the world that it's okay for a company from one country to manage the port, but not a country that plays by the rules and has got a good track record from another part of the world can't manage the port.” Excerpts from a statement to reporters on the White House South Lawn (Feb. 21) http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/homeland_security/article_002578.php
Senator John McCain (R-AZ): “The President’s leadership has earned our trust in the war on terror, and surely his administration deserves the presumption that they would not sell our security short. Dubai has cooperated with us in the war and deserves to be treated respectfully. By all means, let’s do due diligence, get briefings, seek answers to all relevant questions and assurances that defense officials and the intelligence community were involved in the examination and approval of this transaction.”  Press Statement (Feb. 22) http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/homeland_security/article_002580.php
Senator Susan Collins (R-ME) chairwoman of the Senate Government Affairs and Homeland Security Committee: “Although the UAE is an ally in the war on terrorism, the country has historically been used as a base of terrorist operations and financing." Quoted in a CNN.com article (Feb. 22) http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/homeland_security/article_002569.php

Senator Charles Schumer (D-NY): "I don't think China or Britain or many of the others have the nexus with terrorism that Dubai has. What kind of controls do they have to prevent infiltration?" Quoted in a New York Times article (Feb. 21) http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/homeland_security/article_002566.php
Rep. Pete King, R-NY, House Homeland Security Committee Chairman: "I will fight harder than ever for this legislation [to bar DPW from managing the ports], and if it is vetoed I will fight as hard as I can to override it." Quoted in an MSNBC.com article (Feb. 22) http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/homeland_security/article_002570.php
New Jersey Governor Jon Corzine: “There is a deep, deep feeling that this is the wrong direction for our nation. It is unspeakable that we are being put into the position where we're going to end up having to bootstrap ourselves to make up for a very failed decision at the national government level.” Quoted in a Philadelphia Enquirer article (Feb. 22)
http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/homeland_security/article_002579.php
Mary:

Ed Kelly, executive director of the 400-member Maritime Association of the Port of New York: "It's been a little distressing to see the way that this has been politically handled ...  We have no particular concern or qualms [about Dubai Ports World]. We have a concern that any company complies properly with the laws, and DPW has conspicuously been a good citizen in the international trade community." He added that DPW has a good reputation and in New York would only take over one terminal accounting for 15 percent of the total container volume in the harbor, as quoted in a New York Newsday article (Feb. 22) http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/homeland_security/article_002575.php
Keith Mason, former chairman of the Georgia Port Authority: "I can understand the high level of anxiety the deal has created. But a more important issue is what's contained in the boxes when they get to the United States," quoted in a USA Today article (Feb 22)

http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/homeland_security/article_002572.php

Sen. Bill Frist (R-NY), Senate Majority Leader: "If the administration cannot delay the process, I plan on introducing legislation to ensure that the deal is placed on hold until this decision gets a more thorough review." Quoted in a Government Executive article (Feb. 21) http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/homeland_security/article_002568.php
