Moussaoui Trial Update 
Jury Selection Proceeding Rapidly, Moussaoui Stays Quiet

Jury selection for the death penalty phase of the Zacarias Moussaoui trial is proceeding faster than expected. After initial delays caused by interruptions from the defendant, the process is moving forward with good behavior from Moussaoui. Though he was ejected from the courtroom last Tuesday, Moussaoui returned the next day and has behaved himself according to the warnings of U.S. District Judge Leonie Brinkema. 

Selecting potential jurors has been brisk despite the trial’s location in Alexandria, Virginia, near the Pentagon. Judge Brinkema managed to qualify seven more potential jurors Wednesday morning, bringing the total to 74. She is seeking a pool of 85 which will be reduced March 6 to 12 jurors and six alternates who will decide whether Moussaoui is executed or imprisoned for life, according to an Associated Press article. 

Moussaoui’s defense team has argued that the jury will be unfairly biased against their client because of the sheer number of people in Northern Virginia with some connection to the 9/11 attacks. On Wednesday, Judge Brinkema complied with a defense request to eliminate three jurors for bias. The three were a man still in contact with a fellow church member who was burned over 80 percent of his body in al-Qaida's attack on the Pentagon, a man who attended the funeral of a man killed at the World Trade Center because he was the father of a college roomate of the man's wife, and a man whose sister's best friend's son was killed in the World Trade Center. Prosecutor David Novak reacted to the last disqualification by stating, "Now it's a sister's best friend's son?" He argued that many people suffered 9/11 losses and couldn't all be excluded from the jury. 

In an interesting development, Moussaoui defense lawyers have subpoenaed maverick Congressman Curt Weldon to testify at the trial. The defense claims he has evidence to support their contention that the government knew at least as much about the 9/11 conspiracy as the defendant. Weldon has refused, claiming Congressional immunity as well as reluctance to testify on behalf of a “thug,” according to a New York Times news brief. Moussaoui defense lawyers said they would continue to pursue Weldon’s testimony through legal channels. In a written statement to Judge Brinkema, defense lawyer Edward MacMahon restated claims that Weldon has made in a book that he saw a chart the controversial Able Danger unit developed in 1999 [click here for more information on Able Danger] that identified some of the 9/11 hijackers as al-Qaida threats. “It is difficult for the defense to fathom why the Congressman would be eager to discuss these matters on Oprah, yet he would refuse to swear, in a capital case, that the same information is actually true,'' MacMahon is quoted in an Associated Press brief. http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/news/article_002583.php
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