A [how long in ft.]bronze sculptural frieze honoring the memory of the 343 New York City Firefighters who died on 9/11 was dedicated near Ground Zero last week. The memorial depicts detailed scenes of FDNY members responding to the burning towers and is “Dedicated to those who fell and to those who carry on – May we never forget.” The memorial is notable for its accurate depiction of gear and the moving expressions of emotions on the faces of the firefighters and is reminiscent of ancient Roman monuments. The names of those who died, along with their rank and company, are listed at the bottom of the memorial. Family and friends of the firefighters can make rubbings of the names as mementos, as shown in the picture at left. It also includes a timeline of the day’s events so visitors can learn more about the FDNY’s heroic efforts on 9/11.
The memorial is located on a side wall of “Ten House,” the home of Engine 10/Ladder 10 across from the WTC site. The unveiling and dedication ceremony on June 10th was attended by hundreds of family and friends and former New York City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani. President George W. Bush, Governor George Pataki, and Mayor Michael Bloomberg all sent video presentations. This memorial, as Chief of the Department Peter Hayden said, “Is a tribute to those who put themselves in harms way so that others might live.” The memorial was sponsored by the charitable foundation of Holland & Knight, a Downtown law firm that lost employees in the attacks. To watch an interactive presentation about the design construction of the FDNY memorial, please visit: http://www.nytimes.com/2006/06/11/nyregion/11memorial.html. More information about the FDNY can be found here (http://nyc.gov/html/fdny/html/home2.shtml). 
