By Christie Coombs


As Americans we are fortunate to have the right to express ourselves and share our opinions.  But I believe there’s an implicit understanding that speaking out against others’ lifestyles or beliefs should be done constructively and with consideration, not in a demeaning or harsh way.


This past week 9/11 widows were the brunt of a tongue lashing by self-proclaimed anti-liberalist Ann Coulter.  The opinionated political author and lawyer had much to say against a particular group of 9/11 widows from New Jersey who have been vocal about President Bush’s policies and the country’s mistakes that many believe enabled the 9/11 attacks to occur.  Although Coulter was somewhat specific in targeting her insults at the four New Jersey women, many of us who have taken a stand on issues important to us feel personally offended by her crass and inappropriate remarks.  


In her new book, “Godless: The Church of Liberalism,” Coulter took many heartless stabs at 9/11 widows.  Among the least offensive statements, she accused us of using our husbands’ deaths as opportunity to voice our political views, daring anyone to respond because of the way in which they all died.  She called us “self-obsessed” women whose husbands were probably going to divorce us anyway.   She referred to us as millionaire broads, reveling in our status as celebrities.  In a bold, downright vindictive statement, she said she had “never seen people enjoying their husband’s death so much.”

Initially when I was asked by local media to comment on Coulter’s remarks, I had little to say.  I shirked it off with sarcasm and a laugh, because if we take everything to heart that is said against us, we will waste all the strength we have to get us through each day.  But as many people approached me to initiate a conversation about her, I realized how disgusted others were at her statements.  This reminded me that for every negative comment voiced against us, there are far more people supporting us.

I have no problem with Ann Coulter expressing her opinion about us, 9/11, or anything that she chooses to condemn.  It is her right as an American.  What I take issue with is the heartless, hate-driven choice of words she used to deliver her message.  There are better ways to say my political opinion should have no more influence on society than someone who is not directly affected by a national tragedy.  That is true.  But to say that we’ve enjoyed being widows and we’ve reveled in our new status as celebrities is absolutely crossing the line.  She obviously has no idea what it’s like to lose someone you truly love.  She must have no concept of the constant loneliness; or the horrible images that reside in our heads of burning bodies and charred remains.  She couldn’t even begin to imagine our thoughts of our husbands’ last minutes that day – the fear they must have felt and the torment we feel in not knowing.  Of course she has no idea what it’s like to sit through your son’s high school graduation, wishing with all your heart that his dad were there to share in the pride and joy of his son’s accomplishments.  Even the most joyous occasions are now dimmed by his absence.  

Ann Coulter is clueless and her opinions, though hurtful, are just that – opinions of one powerless woman who feels the need to attack another.  The most unfortunate result of this is that her book is selling as she capitalizes on the fifth anniversary of 9/11 by creating controversy.  She is reveling in that.  We can revel in the satisfaction of knowing that we are not the individuals she accuses us to be. 
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