Alleged 9/11 mastermind Khalid Sheikh Mohammed (KSM) gave a lengthy confession to a military tribunal last week admitting “I am responsible for the 9/11 operation from A to Z.” The confession was given as part of a hearing held at the US Naval Base in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to determine the legitimacy of KSM’s detention as an enemy combatant (read an unclassified PDF version of the hearing transcript released by the Pentagon). Delivered in rambling and often garbled English, KSM’s confession mixed in expressions of regret for the victims of 9/11 with insistence that he and his operatives were freedom fighters engaged in legitimate war of resistance to U.S. imperialism. KSM claimed that he also planned the 1993 WTC Bombing, the 2002 Bali Bombing that killed 202, missile attacks on Israelis in Kenya and the foiled “Shoe-Bomber” plot. Other plots that never materialized targeted prominent sites in the US and UK as well as dignitaries including Pope John Paul II and President Bill Clinton. He also spearheaded the plot to kidnap Daniel Pearl, a Jewish-American Wall Street Journal reporter, in Pakistan, and boasted of beheading Pearl with his own hand. 
Families of those killed on 9/11 rejected KSM’s stilted statements of regret. Most noted that he has only expressed regret after carrying his murderous plot to fruition over the course of years of planning. Quote.

Another issue is the reliability of the confession. Though KSM claims to have been tortured while in CIA custody, he said that Saturday’s confession was accurate and not coerced. But KSM is a noted braggart and experienced liar with nearly 30 known aliases. He will either be executed for his crimes or join some of his terrorist co-conspirators in the SuperMax prison in Florence, Colorado. Possible motives for KSM’s dramatic mea culpa include: aggrandizing his own legacy as a top “jihadist;” and, obscuring the existence of other leadership figures by taking operational responsibility for plots other than his own. 
At the urging of 9/11 advocacy organizations including VOICES, the Senate passed a bill Tuesday that will implement many of the remaining recommendations of the 9/11 Commission. The bill, called S.4 or “Improving America's Security by Implementing Unfinished Recommendations of the 9/11 Commission Act of 2007,” passed with a 60-38 majority, with ten Republicans joining all Democrats and Independent Senators Joseph Lieberman (CT) and Bernard Sanders (VT) http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=110&session=1&vote=00073  roll call on Thomas. Reid Quote
VOICES joined the other family groups in releasing a statement praising the bill’s passage, but noting that it must still be conferenced with a 9/11 Reforms Bill passed by the House and that reconciled legislation will require the signature of President Bush to become law. President Bush has already threatened to veto the bill because of controversial provisions that would allow Transportation Security Administration workers to unionize and collectively bargain. The 9/11 family advocates wrote: “As the House and Senate bills converge in conference and head toward the President's desk, we will direct our efforts toward ensuring the final legislation adheres to the recommendations outlined in the 9/11 Commission's landmark report. We will continue to work with Republicans, Democrats and members of the 9/11 Commission toward this goal.”  http://www.voicesofsept11.org/dev/content.php?idtocitems=104,118&pers=1
An informative Associated Press article contrasts the House and Senate bills with statements of Bush administration policy on issues including: cargo screening on passenger planes, reforms to the Privacy and Civil Liberties Oversight Board, Homeland Security grant funding, and others. VOICES e-Newsletter will continue to keep you informed as this vital legislation winds its way through the legislative process.  

New York City has made “significant progress” in its plan to recover human remains from areas bordering the WTC site, according to a memo sent by the Bloomberg administration’s point man on the remains issue. In the memo sent Monday, Deputy Mayor Ed Skyler said so far the renewed recovery effort has yielded “445 potential human remains” and “we remain on schedule to complete search operations by November. Skyler’s memo lays out progress on the four main areas of   

Deutsche Bank Demolition Begins

The Lower Manhattan Construction Command Center announced that “structural deconstruction” of the Deutsche Bank Building at 130 Liberty St. began on Thursday. The announcement (view in PDF form) says the current phase of work will: “involve the start up of the tower crane and the removal of mechanical equipment on the top floors.” The building has long been a symbol both of the slow pace of reconstruction near Ground Zero and the struggle of 9/11 victims’ families to recover the remains of their loved ones from the area. 776 individual human remains were recovered from the building during searches last year. Read more on VOICES website about the remains issue and the troubled history of the Deutsche Bank building. http://www.voicesofsept11.org/dev/content.php?idtocitems=1,7,22
