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VOICES PROGRAMS AND EVENTS

New Jersey 9/11 Living Memorial Workshop

Pic from Deb and Michelle

Yesterday the VOICES team was in New Vernon, New Jersey at the home of  Loreen Sellito to work with families on their tribute pages and to digitize photos, memorial programs, and other items.  If you would like a workshop in your area, please contact Michelle Doherty at VOICES (866) 505-3911, mdoherty@voicesofsept11.org

Upcoming Workshops

‘Preserving 9/11’ Forum Presentation

This week, we are sharing another presentation from our September “Preserving 9/11” Forum, this one by Michael Taft of the American Folklife Center at the Library of Congress. On September 12, 2001, the Center asked folklorists and other ethnographers across the nation to record the thoughts and feelings expressed by ordinary people following the tragic events of September 11.  The Center received approximately 600 interviews (500 hours of recordings), more than 200 photographs of memorials from twenty-two states, and children’s drawings like these from the third grade class at Sequoyah Elementary School in Knoxville, Tennessee. Click here to download Michael’s presentation. The online preview exhibition at the American Folklife Center includes several examples of the childrens's drawings and seven of the audio recordings collected. To view the online exhibition, visit http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/911/911-folklife.html.

9/11 LIVING MEMORIAL FEATURE

Grosvenor Square Gardens, London, England

Our Living Memorial feature this week spotlights the September 11 Memorial Garden in London, England.  The garden is a permanent memorial to those who lost their lives on September 11, 2001.  

Grosvenor Square was an especially appropriate place for a memorial as the United States Embassy to the United Kingdom borders it on its west side. It has come to be known as the 'American Square', and housed General Eisenhower's headquarters during the Second World War.  A statue outside the U.S. Embassy commemorates Eisenhower.  Within the square's boundary and on its northern edge is a memorial to President Roosevelt, and on its southern edge facing Roosevelt is a memorial to the Eagle Squadron pilots of World War Two.  After the events of September 11, many people gathered at the square because of its links with America and laid flowers and candles at the Roosevelt Memorial.   It was therefore felt that this was the most appropriate place for a memorial to the victims of the September 11 attacks.
The garden contains white roses planted in memory of those who died.  White roses have a special significance to the families of those who died from the United Kingdom.  The Queen’s bouquet at the Westminster Abbey memorial service contained white roses, and each of the families laid a white rose outside the Abeey in remembrance of their loved ones.  

Many suggestions had been made for the type of permanent memorial that would be appropriate, but the relatives of those who died felt strongly that a garden would provide somewhere tranquil they can visit and remember.  

EVENTS AND INFORMATION FOR THE 9/11 COMMUNITY

New York City willing to consider settling 9/11 suit by rescue and cleanup workers

New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg said on Tuesday that he is willing to enter discussions to settle a lawsuit with the 9,000 rescue and cleanup workers at Ground Zero, who may be sick from inhaling toxic dust. 

The workers are seeking damages from the city in federal court, saying they suffer from respiratory illnesses attributed to breathing toxic ash, dust, and other contaminants.  Mayor Bloomberg said that they would “talk and explore”.  Visit the VOICES website to read coverage of the story.  (Tom, link to what’s new).  

A Breath of Spring:  Daffodil Planting at Haverstraw Bay Park Patriot Garden in Rockland County, New York. Sunday, October 28, 2007, 12:00p.m.

Rain or Shine! 
Please bring 1-2 dozen standard size daffodil bulbs and planting tools.
 Call for details: 
Fran Sennas, 845.358.7720 
~ Daffodils Symbolize Chivalry – They Stand Strong in the Winds of Spring ~
