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irefighter Joseph Hunter, FDNY,

Squad 288, was born September 29,

1969, to Joseph and Bridget (Tessie)
Hunter in Brooklyn, NY. Joseph was the third
child for Joe and Tessie, but the first brother to
sisters Margaret and Teresa. A few years later,
Joe received his own brother, Sean. There was
not a prouder family!

Joe had an infectious smile from the
beginning. He always displayed traits of being
very caring, honest, sensitive, responsible,
modest, bright, quick witted, but private too.

Joe showed early signs of his fascina-
tion with the Fire Department. At the age of
four, Joe would race his Big Wheel to the cor-
ner in hopes of catching a glimpse of the fire
truck on the move with its screaming sirens.
As Joe grew older, he would follow the trucks
as far as he was allowed to go by bicycle.
When Joe was 10, a new family moved into the
neighborhood. Matt became not only a good
friend to Joe, but also his best friend.

Matt’s father, J.R., was a
firefighter. and a key member of
the drill team for the winning
Hempstead Yellow Hornets.
Joe’s passion began. |

At age 11, Joe had his
own drill team practicing in his j§
driveway and backyard. A clus- L
ter of neighborhood buddies,
along with Dad’s ladder; the shed, the little red
wagon and garden hose were used to recreate
the action of the tournaments. Joe was so seri-
ous about the racing; he would instruct those
who did not take it seriously to go home!

Joe attended Covert Elementary School
in South Hempstead, then South Side Middle
School and South Side High School. Joe was
one of the many who was referred to as a
“Hemper,” a positive term used to describe
someone who lived in South Hempstead, and
he was so proud to be one.

Joe played baseball with the South
Hempstead PBC from the age of eight to 18.
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He was a Baldwin §;
Bomber in the pee-
wee league. In addi-
tion, Joe enjoyed
golf, and hockey. Joe
was an avid Mets and
Islanders fan.

Joe was a Cy-
clone football player
at South Side High
School playing under
coaches  Walter
Denton, a Hemper,
and Dick Caproni.
The Caproni family was also struck by the
tragic loss of their beloved son, Richie Caproni,
in the WTC disaster. South Side High School
has implemented a football scholarship in Joe’s
name, and the first scholarship has been
awarded to Anthony Bruno, class of 2002. An-
thony has known Joe his entire life, growing up
only one house away from Joe.

When Joe turned 18, he
| was old enough to join the South
| Hempstead Fire Department as a
volunteer. Now it was Joe’s turn
1 to fulfill his dream and to race
| with the drill team. He did so for
13 years as a hydrant man for the
South Hempstead Rascals. Joe
has been called the best hydrant
man in Nassau County, which meant he could
get off the truck, get the hose on the hydrant
and turn on the water in fractions of a second.

Through the years, Joe was somewhat
of a fixture in the firehouse, his second home.
If he wasn’t there tending to the normal fire-
house duties, he was often found reading or
studying in the conference room, which is
being renamed the Joseph Hunter Meeting
Room.

Joe graduated from Hofstra University
in 1994, where he earned a B.S. in business
management. Joe knew he wanted to be a New
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