







































































































































































































































































Rockland County September 11th Memorial at Haverstraw Bay

MEMORIAL CONSTRUCTION

August 2003

At the time this journal was sent to
print, four important tasks were still to be
completed:

Don Gable, from Danny Clapp
Landscaping, Paul Trader, of Cooperative
Extension, and Sue Bonito, Horticulturist
continue to work tirelessly ensuring Mother
Nature has her place in-the American Patriot
Garden. )

Richard Stranier, Nikko Construction
will continue his journey to supply all
required material for six timelines set to
greet future visitors.

In the Spring of 2003, Wilkstone
received a list of carefully spelled names
approved by family members to be engraved
upon Rockland’s Wall of Honor. Six granite
sections, each weighing approximately
4,800 lbs will be received by Olori Crane
and Bob McKinley, Mason Contractor to
ensure safe installation.

And finally, in keeping with the
wishes of family members, Precast Concrete
will complete memorial with a circle of
backless benches offering a panoramic view
of one of Rockland’s most precious gifts to
its citizens.

Thank you to all who took part in this community effort of love and healing.

CONSTRUCTION COMMITTEE
R. Allan Beers, Sal Corallo, Jerry Donnellan, Don Gable, Robert Gruffi,
Bill Harris, Jay Holt, Howard Hellman, Rocco Marino , Mal McLaren,
Rich Straniere, Carl Wortendyke
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ROCKLAND COUNTY AMERICAN PATRIOT GARDEN

“As we move forward, we need innovative ways to memorialize the loss, and also the
courage, freedom and spirit that is New York. Therefore, it gives me great pleasure to support
the Lower Hudson-Long Island Resource Conservation and Development Area Council’s New

York American Patriot Garden Project.

This project, by planting memorial gardens on municipal land, will provide greatly
needed places that formally recognize the tragic events of September 11, 2001 as well as provide
contemplative spaces for comfort and healing for all the community.

The symbolism embodied in the garden concept, trees to denote our strength after the
attacks on our homeland, flowers and shrubs to foster community spirit and pride, acknowledge
the qualities that New Yorkers so proudly share, and so superbly demonstrated, on and after

September 11, 2001.”

The Rockland County Executive/
Legislative World Trade Center Response
Committee determined that a commem-
orative community garden park was an
essential addition to the County’s September
11" memorial design. As such, the
committee sought the assistance of the
Lower Hudson-Long Island Resource
Conservation and Development Council and
the USDA Forest Service to sponsor a
Patriot Garden.

As living, growing and ever-
changing memorials, Patriot Gardens affirm
the subtle yet powerful healing effects of
nature and time. Trees, as they transform
from season to season, quietly weathering
storms and standing strong in uncertain
surroundings, are symbolic of the
continually renewing cycle of life.

The property comprising the
Haverstraw Bay Park sits alongside the
waters of the Hudson River, and was already
home to ten tree species. The addition of the
new Patriot Garden will add a deeper
meaning to the natural beauty of this
location, making it an even more ideal place

Governor George E. Pataki, March 11, 2002

for contemplating the County’s September
1 1th memorial.

The Patriot Garden, designed by
horticulturist Sue Benito, offers a peaceful
and reflective setting for visitors to enjoy
against a backdrop of the majestic Hudson
River. Its rich colors and diverse textures
celebrate the lives of those who are
remembered here.

The garden comes alive each spring
with a burst of colorful Daffodils and Phlox
that signal an annual renewal of life -
followed by an ever-changing palette of
hues across the seasons. The delicate pink
flowers of Weeping Cherry trees gently
wave in the warm spring breezes.

Summer is ushered in by perfumed
Lilacs, which give way to a riot of color
throughout the season. From the blue and
purple hues of English Lavender and
Gayfeather to the sunburst yellows of
Moonbeam Coreopsis along with the intense
red leaves of the Japanese Maple tree, the
American Patriot Garden boasts a parade of
colors all summer long. Visitors will be
amazed at the number of butterflies, which
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dance along the bright blossoms of Butterfly
Bushes and Butterfly Weeds.

Autumn witnesses another burst of

color and textures - with seven-foot-tall
'Autumn Sun' Coneflowers and ever-popular
Fountain Grasses whose seedheads sway
and rustle in unison with each breath of
wind.

Although the garden begins its long
winter nap with the first October frost, the
burgundy tones of Sedum 'Autumn Joy,'

Barberry bushes and Red Twig Dogwood
shrubs only intensify against winter's white
blanket.

The Rockland County American Patriot
Garden teaches us that life is a continuous
circle of birth, death and rebirth, always
leaving us with a sense of wonderment at
nature's gift to us and an appreciation for the
precious time that we have with each other
on this Earth.

PATRIOT GARDEN COMMITTEE

Sue Bonito, Project Director
Pablo A. Ramos, and Paul Trader

Rockland County American Patriot Garden

Rackland County September 11th Memorial al Havestraw Bay

"It is a wholesome and necessary thing for us to turn again to the earth
and in the contemplation of her beauties to know
the sense of wonder and humility.” - Rachel Carson
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HAVERSTRAW BAY COUNTY PARK

History - Located at 21 Gagan Road
in Haverstraw, this 27-acre property has
played a prominent role in the industrial
development of Rockland County. Starting
in 1771 the property was used for brick
making by Jacob Van Dyke from Holland.
He made bricks by hand which were used
for fireplaces and chimneys. In 1815 James
Wood, an Englishman, came to Haverstraw
and established his first brickyard. Later he
invented a machine for tempering clay. The
first low-pressure steam brick dryer was
invented by David Strickland in 1912 and in
1920 he created the Strickland Automatic
Brick-making machine. Strickland created
the oven-sized brick and introduced the
coloring of common brick in the New York
market. In 1906 a series of landslides
caused by the mining of clay beneath the
town destroyed part of Haverstraw. In the
late 1950°s the area was used as a staging
site for the construction of New York City’s
Pier 57 and the Tappan Zee Bridge. The
property remained vacant until the County
acquired it for a park in 1999.

Locale - The Park borders the
Hudson River and provides water-based
recreational opportunities. The site has a

protected area to launch boats and parking
for 50 vehicles with trailers. There are also
picnic facilities, an open air pavilion,
playgrounds, nature and walking trails,
Parks office, fishing piers, three which are
located on a freshwater %ond, the Rockland
County September 117 Memorial and
American Patriot Garden. The Park
includes a boat launch, nature and walking
trails, fishing areas, picnic areas,
playground, and Parks offices with rest
room facilities, all handicapped accessible.
Wildlife - Belted Kingfisher, Mal-
lard, Canada Goose, Great Blue Heron,
Northern Cardinal, American Crow, Blue
Jay, Song Sparrow, Great Black-Backed
Gull, Northern Mockingbird, Black-Capped
Chickadee,  Red-Bellied @ Woodpecker,
Downey  Woodpecker, = White-Breasted
Nuthatch, Carolina Wren, Northern Harrier,
Bald Eagle, Bufflehead, Hooded Merganser,
White-Throated Sparrow, Baltimore Oriole,
Ring-Billed Gull, Gray Catbird, Yellow-
Rumped Warbler, Common Yellowthroat,
White-eyed Vireo, Whitetail Deer, Eastern
Cottontail, Harbor Seal (seasonal), Raccoon,
Woodchuck, Eastern Gray Squirrel.

IN RETROSPECT

This Dedication Journal was devoted
to the memory of those of Rockland who
enriched the lives of their family and friends
and sadly had their journey interrupted too
soon.

Each journal page is a remembrance
of a family member. Each family author
often had several contributors helping to
evoke a personal history in just a single
journal page. Where to begin? Capturing
memories is a very personal experience and
most lives offer a wealth of recollections
that have special meaning and how would it
be possible to be limited to a single page?

Two individuals, Nancy Baker and
Suzanne Belisle had a vision for the
dedication journal and they worked

tirelessly as a team to collect the legacy
stories from the families.

Suzanne Belisle believed that every
family had a special memory that could be
captured, shared and presented eloquently
on just one page. She was willing to offer
supportive coaching and find an editorial
process that would give families control
over the words.

Suzanne and Nancy worked together
with many individuals to collect these pages.
Then it was important to find the right
printer who would be able to use his
technical skills to reproduce the pages of
this special one of a kind journal. Thank
you to David O’Brien for staying true to the
vision Nancy and Suzanne had.

Thank you to everyone who helped with every part of the journal process to
transform personal remembrances into fitting memorial legacies.



WE REMEMBER THOSE OF ROCKLAND WHO LOST THEIR LIVES
DURING THE ATTACK OF SEPTEMBER 11, 2001
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