New York Fights for 9/11 Grant Money
New York’s Congressional delegation and leaders of the Police, Fire, and EMT units that responded so heroically on 9/11 are demanding that the government not take back $125 million appropriated for the ongoing mental and physical health needs of first responders.  President Bush proposed taking back the funds, appropriated as part of the emergency 9/11 recovery aid, because it has not yet been spent.  The House of Representatives added the president's request to its version of the Labor and Health and Human Services Department Appropriations bill for FY 2006.  An article in the New York Post http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/Ground_Zero/article_002197.php describes NYC Firefighters traveling to Washington this week to press Congress to salvage the money. 
New York Senators Clinton and Schumer were able to attach an amendment to the Senate version of the bill that would protect the $125 million. In the House, Reps. Fossella, Maloney and the NY delegation secured an agreement from Congressional leadership to resolve this issue in conference negotiations between the House and the Senate. The fate of the money will be determined in the conference, according to a bi-partisan press release from New York’s Congressmen. http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/Ground_Zero/article_002200.php VOICES firmly supports this effort and believes keeping the appropriation is not only the right thing to do—it’s absolutely necessary.  We know from experience that 9/11 first responders still face significant mental and physical health impairments from their experiences on 9/11.  The government should respect the sacrifices and the needs of our brave first responders and look elsewhere to trim the fat from the budget.  "We know people suffer, I see them all the time. They deserve this help, they've earned this help, and the money is for them." Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton (D-NY) is quoted in an Associated Press article. http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/Ground_Zero/article_002196.php
