House and Senate wrangle over Preparedness Funds

President Bush signed the 2006 Homeland Security Appropriations Bill late last month after a long struggle over the distribution of federal grants that pitted large states against small states. The $32 billion spending bill boosts overall funding for homeland efforts by five percent. However it has been criticized for including fewer grants for local first responders and a freeze in funding for security on passenger rail and subway systems.  About two-thirds of the grant money will be directed to state and local first responders according to the risk of terrorist attack or natural disaster. Though the ratio falls short of the recommendation by the Sept. 11 commission that all monies be distributed according to risk analysis, the provision will significantly increase grants to populous states with critical infrastructure.  A recent Newark Star-Ledger article outlines how states like New Jersey would benefit from the funding overhaul. http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/homeland_security/article_002079.php
Congress is also working to hammer out a permanent funding formula for federal Homeland Security grants to the states.  The House version of a reauthorized Patriot Act would require the government to distribute minimum grants to all states, but about 80% on a risk and vulnerability assessment conducted by the Department of Homeland Security.  The house measure would guarantee each state .0  .  The House measure is opposed by a small but powerful group of Senators from states that stand to lose money under the risk-based system. 

The former 9/11 Commissioners have written an open letter to the House Homeland Security Committee in support of the Patriot Act spending measure, claiming “it creates a transparent process that equitably weighs all risk, vulnerability, and consequence factors to arrive at a rational assessment of homeland security priorities.”  http://www.9-11pdp.org/press/2005-11-01_pr.pdf 
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