
The Federal Government’s response to Hurricane Katrina has come under increasing criticism in the past week from Democrats and Republicans in Congress, and from state and local officials in the areas affected.  Many critics claim the Federal relief effort was sluggish and uncoordinated, and must be subjected to a full investigation. The White House has announced that it will conduct its own investigation under the direction of top aide Francis Townsend regarding the Federal response (article)
Last week Congress chartered a special committee to investigate Katrina response.  The committee is chaired by a Republican, Thomas Davis, and was to have 11 Republican and 10 Democratic members, reflecting the Republican majority in the House.  However, House Minority leader Nancy Pelosi has refused to appoint any Democrats to the committee, calling it   .  The panel began its hearings with limited Democratic Party participation on Thursday. (article)
Last Wednesday on a strict 45 to 55 party-line vote, the Senate rejected a proposal by Senator Hillary Clinton (D-NY) to create bipartisan independent panel along the lines of the 9/11 Commission.  However, in a CNN/USA Today Gallup poll taken Sept. 8-11, 70 percent of Americans surveyed supported an independent panel to investigate the government's response to the hurricane. (article) Last week the Senate Homeland Security Committee, chaired by Sen. Susan Collins (R-ME), began to hold its own hearings on the response to Katrina.  
