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Select Intelligence Oversight Panel 
within the House Appropriations Committee
Purpose

The first responsibility of Congress is to protect the American people at home and American troops around the world.  The 9/11 Commission recognized the essential role that intelligence plays in protecting our citizens and our military personnel and made clear that congressional oversight of intelligence must be strengthened.  In order to honor our responsibility and in response to the Commission’s recommendations, a Select Intelligence Oversight Panel will be established within the House Appropriations Committee.  The Panel will to strengthen the oversight process by providing a mechanism within the existing committee structure for considering intelligence funding and other intelligence issues from the combined perspectives of the Appropriations and Intelligence Committees.

Function
The Intelligence Oversight Panel will be primarily responsible for: 
· Examining, through the hearings process, the President’s budget submission for intelligence: recommending to the defense subcommittee and other appropriations subcommittees levels of funding for intelligence programs, projects, and activities; 

· Preparing the classified annex to the annual defense appropriations bill in which most of such recommendations are reflected.; and
· Conducting oversight of the use of appropriated funds by intelligence agencies.
The members of the Panel would have access to all intelligence information made available to the Appropriations Committee and the Intelligence Committee.

Membership 
Members of the Appropriations Committee and from the Intelligence Committee from the majority and the minority will serve on the Panel.  All members will be appointed by the Speaker, with the minority party appointments recommended by the Minority Leader.
The chairman and ranking member of the Appropriations Committee and the chairman and ranking member of the defense appropriations subcommittee would serve as ex officio members of the Panel.
The chairman of the Panel would be designated by the Speaker and the ranking member of the Panel would be designated by the Minority Leader.
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