Moussaoui Trial Update
Jury selection for the Death Penalty phase of the trial of Zacharias Moussaoui continued this week in federal court in Alexandria, Virginia. However, it continued without the defendant. Judge Leonie Brinkema barred Moussaoui from her courtroom for the remainder of the jury selection process for repeatedly interrupting the court with bizarre statements against the integrity of the court and his three court-appointed lawyers, who he called a "federal lawyer," a "KKK" (Ku Klux Klan member) and a "geisha." Later Moussaoui interrupted the judge, claiming "You own everything _ the defense, the judge, the attack (prosecutors). I am al-Qaida. I am your sworn enemy," according to a vivid Associated Press article. http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/news/article_002544.php  When Judge Brinkema gave Moussaoui the choice to stay and behave or leave the courtroom, he chose to leave. Brinkema seemed to indicate that he would not return, and would have to watch the rest of jury selection on closed circuit TV from prison. At one point before he was ejected, Judge Brinkema told the accused 9/11 plotter: “Mr. Moussaoui, you are the biggest enemy of yourself." However, Moussaoui was back in court without explanation Wednesday, and obeyed orders from the Bench to remain silent, according to a New York Times Article http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/news/article_002553.php
Despite Moussaoui’s lack of confidence in them, his defense team has continued their work on his behalf. The defense presented evidence in a closed hearing last month to support their claim that the federal government knew more about the 9/11 attacks in July and August, 2001 than Moussaoui did. According to defense lawyer Edward MacMahon, government records show that in August, 2001, officials knew Moussaoui was a “bin-Ladenite” who had traveled to Afghanistan, possibly for terrorism training, but did not act on the information by interrogating him more aggressively, as described in an Associated Press article.  http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/news/article_002546.php This statement is at odds with the 9/11 Commission report, which states that the US government did not know about Moussaoui’s travel to an al-Qaeda camp in Afghanistan until it was informed by British intelligence services on September 13, 2001. Click here for a timeline of important dates in the Moussaoui investigation. http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/news/article_002545.php
Another Associated press article explores whether the defense and prosecution can find members of an “unbiased jury for a man who prosecutors say could have prevented the Sept. 11 attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon, just a few miles from the courthouse where the trial takes place.“ To obtain the death penalty, prosecutors must prove that Moussaoui was directly involved in the Sept. 11 attacks, which he denies. They plan to do so by arguing that the government could have thwarted the attacks if Moussaoui had not lied to FBI agents about his knowledge of the plot after his August 2001 arrest on immigration violations.
