White House Releases “Lessons Learned” Report on Katrina Response

On the heels of a harsh Congressional report on the failures in the federal response to Hurricane Katrina, the White House issued its own “Lessons Learned” report on Wednesday. The White House report acknowledged flaws in the leadership of the Department of Homeland Security, and suggests giving federal agencies from the Pentagon to the Department of Justice a greater role in the nation's disaster response playbook. President Bush commented on the report’s release: “We will learn from the lessons of the past to better protect the American people… I wasn't satisfied with the federal response," as quoted in an Associate Press article. http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/homeland_security/article_002588.php  

According to a New York Times article, The Homeland Security Department and its Federal Emergency Management Agency will continue to be the lead federal agencies in disaster response efforts, according to the blueprint proposed by President Bush’s Domestic Security advisor Frances Fragos Townsend. But the Pentagon may take over the commanding role during catastrophes "of extraordinary scope and nature," like a nuclear attack or "multiple simultaneous terrorist attacks causing a breakdown in civil society," the report says, citing examples even more extreme than Hurricane Katrina.
http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/homeland_security/article_002587.php
Lieberman Responds to Report; Chertoff Expected to Continue as DHS Secretary

Senator Joe Lieberman criticized the report for not assigning enough blame for the widespread flaws in the federal response to Katrina: “Only a full understanding of what went wrong and who was responsible will enable us to correct our path for the future,” he said in a statement. http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/homeland_security/article_002589.php
The report criticized DHS sharply, but stopped short of blaming Secretary Michael Chertoff for the failures. Some speculated after the blistering “Failure of Initiative Report” that President Bush might seek Chertoff’s resignation. But the Townsend “Lessons Learned” Report does not call for Chertoff to be replaced, and President Bush has publicly supported his top Security official, according to an Associated Press article http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/homeland_security/article_002573.php
