Plans to build a totally underground museum will defeat the purpose of maintaining the historic authenticity of this site. The current design plan has part of the north tower footprint allocated to the memorial, part of it allocated to the museum. LMDC is obliterating most of both tower footprints at bedrock by filling them in with exhibit space for the museum and other infrastructure. LMDC is not preserving the footprints at bedrock, as previously promised by the Governor, and there will be no place in this current design where visitors will see or understand the scale of the towers or the loss of life. 

It is only because of public pressure that LMDC will now run the memorial’s signature waterfalls year round. That they even contemplated shutting them off for several months a year shows how out of touch they are. The current LMDC plan: obliterates the tangible remains of the twin tower footprints; has visitors pay homage to an empty box (symbolic mortuary vessel); and it aggrandizes a rock wall (slurry wall) that may very well be structurally unsound and will require huge sums of money to fix. LMDC will quarter the North Tower footprint at bedrock into rooms to house infrastructure, exhibit and office space. This act will rob future visitors of the ability to grasp the true scale of the Towers and the enormity of the attacks. The planned underground Memorial provides the visitor a claustrophobic and potentially life-threatening experience as they look for randomly placed names that cannot be found without a map or guide. All this, LMDC proposes, for the unseemly price tag of $500 million dollars.

WTC Family Leader Leaves Coalition - Jul 22, 2003
The outspoken leader of a group of 9/11 families yesterday angrily pulled out of a powerful coalition of victims' relatives - saying its members had unfairly criticized Gov. Pataki over plans to build on the WTC's "footprints." Monica Iken, founder of September's Mission, ripped leaders of the larger Coalition of 9/11 Families for their "name-calling" of Pataki in a Post story Sunday. In the article, Coalition members said Pataki was "duplicitous" because he broke his promise of protecting the site. (New York Post) 

