President Signs Reauthorized Patriot Act

On Thursday, President George W. Bush signed a reauthorized version of the USA Patriot Act only hours before some controversial provisions were set to expire. Bush called the Patriot Act: "A piece of legislation that's vital to win the war on terror and to protect the American people... It will improve our nation's security while we safeguard the civil liberties of our people," in his signing ceremony statement. http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/homeland_security/article_002694.php The legislation was reauthorized over the objections of some lawmakers and advocacy groups who say it grants too much surveillance and subpoena power to the federal government. To achieve reauthorization of the legislation, which he considers vital to the war on terror, Bush was forced to accept new curbs on the Patriot Act's powers. One new civil liberties protection for the first time says explicitly that people who receive subpoenas granted under the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act for library, medical, computer and other records can challenge a gag order in court. But some critics say these safeguards do not go far enough. Sen. Russ Feingold (D-WI), who led opposition to renewal, called the bill "deeply flawed" despite the changes. "Today marks, sadly, a missed opportunity to protect both the national security needs of this country and the rights and freedoms of its citizens," he is quoted in a Reuters article. http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/homeland_security/article_002696.php According to President Bush, who has pushed hard for more expansive executive powers in the fight against terrorism said that: "the Patriot Act has accomplished exactly what it was designed to do. It has helped us detect terrorist cells, disrupt terrorist plots and save American lives" as quoted in an Associated Press article.http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/homeland_security/article_002695.php

But the New York Times points out that the unraveling of the Dubai Ports deal itself will not have much affect on US port security, considered by many to be a weak link in America’s homeland defenses. “No system will ever be airtight, but there is no excuse for being as far off the mark as the United States is now when it comes to port security. If the DP World debate distracts Congress from the larger issue, it will have only decreased overall homeland security,” they write in a Friday editorial. 
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