Governor George Pataki’s administration issued an ultimatum to Larry Silverstein Wednesday after negotiations between the Ground Zero developer and the Port Authority broke down without an agreement on how to proceed with construction. Silverstein must begin construction of the Freedom Tower on schedule next month or “move out of the way” by ceding control of building the controversial skyscraper to the Port Authority, according to a New York Times article. http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/news/article_002728.php
Stumbling blocks in the renegotiation of Silverstein’s $3.2 billion lease of the site include what exactly to build at the former World Trade Center site and who will foot the bill for construction and maintenance of the new buildings. Also at stake is billions of dollars in Twin Towers insurance money and Liberty bonds earmarked for downtown redevelopment. New York State and Port Authority negotiators charged that Silverstein seeks to maximize his profit at the expense of the public interest. Some critics, including New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg charge that Silverstein doesn't have the money to build five planned office towers, and will pocket millions in public funds while failing to complete the 5-tower redevelopment scheme, according to the New York Post.  http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/news/article_002722.php

Silverstein has blamed bureaucratic red tape for delays in construction, and offers the recently opened 7 WTC tower as evidence that he can rebuild at Ground Zero. "It is inexcusable that the Port Authority abruptly walked away from the talks without a plan to move forward," Silverstein said Wednesday, saying he made a good-faith offer to the Port Authority on control of the Freedom Tower, as quoted in the New York Observer. http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/news/article_002734.php
Governor Pataki believes downtown Manhattan redevelopment is central to his legacy, and is committed to building the symbolic Freedom Tower on schedule as he mulls a Presidential run in 2008. 
