The traumatic events of September 11th created strong bonds between people who survived the attacks or assisted with rescue and recovery—even people who never knew each other’s names. VOICES has created a “Connecting Survivors” program to help re-unite survivors with those who gave them assistance and comfort during the attacks. VOICES is soliciting stories from survivors and rescue workers who are seeking out the special people who touched their lives on September 11th. Please contact us by email if you have any information regarding this week’s submission from the sister of a firefighter from Engine Company #235 of Bedford Stuyvesant, New York. She writes on his behalf:   

In brief, after the first tower was struck and collapsed, my brother found himself under an ESU truck in the company of someone wearing what he believes to have been an ATF black windbreaker, a thin black man, with whom he sought refuge and then escape from the debris. After handing the man over to EMS workers just past Stuyvesant HS my brother headed back to the towers just as the second tower collapsed.  The first name of the gentleman my brother is seeking may be Doug - but he does not recall - 4 years after 9/11. My brother only just shared this story with me some 3 months ago, and I’m sharing this story in case this gentleman or someone who knows him is also wondering what happened to "that firefighter" 

My brother believes that although this man's vision was clouded with debris and the like, his calm encouragement as he held onto my brother's fire coat and relied on him to lead them both to safety kept my brother from panicking, and my brother would like the opportunity to thank that gentleman for his courage that day which gave them both strength. Hopefully this opportunity will give them both something positive to carry forward with them from that day as well.   

To submit your own request for the “Connecting Survivors” section of our E-Newsletter and website (the section is under construction and will be available soon) please contact us by email with a description of the person you’re seeking. Please provide as many details as possible to aid identification. 
