Battle lines seem to have hardened in the Dubai Ports World controversy, setting up a potential battle between President Bush and a bipartisan coalition in Congress over who sets policy on the Nation’s ports. This week DP World submitted a request to undergo the full 45-day investigation by the Council for Foreign Investment in the United States that some critics have said was required by law anyway. The move, widely seen as an effort to buy the Bush administration time to sell the deal to a skeptical Congress, has satisfied some Republican leaders, such as Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist. I will recommend to the Senate that we await the outcome of [the 45-day review] before deciding on any legislative steps related to the DP World deal,” Frist said in a statement. http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/homeland_security/article_002610.php But Republicans are far from united. "Just because they're an ally doesn't mean we can overlook the fact that there could be an emir or a relative of an emir who is very close to al-Qaeda, who is still in the government and involved in this company," King said on NBC's "Meet the Press." "It has not been looked at," he added, as quoted in an Associated Press article. http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/homeland_security/article_002609.php
After the 45-Day review is completed, President Bush will be presented with a secret report from CFIUS and personally decide if the deal should proceed. Critics have called this a sham, since Bush has steadfastly supported the deal from the beginning. “Give Congress, not just the president, the findings and let Congress have an opportunity — 30 days — to disapprove the deal. That’s what’s needed, because the president has already decided. He said he’s for it. So he has the verdict already, and now he’s having the trial,” Senator Charles Schumer, one of the more outspoken opponents of the deal said on Good Morning America Monday. He is a co-sponsor of bipartisan legislation that would give Congress final say over business deals that would affect national security. http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/homeland_security/article_002647.php
Some in Congress still plan to scuttle the deal legislatively, claiming they have the political support and numbers in Congress to override the President’s threatened veto. House Armed Services Committee Chairman Duncan Hunter, R-Calif., said he would introduce legislation to ‘kill’ the ports deal and to require foreign companies to divest any holdings of U.S. infrastructure critical to national security. "I think the Republican leadership in both houses will come to the conclusion that these aren't the folks you want to operate your ports," he is quoted in a USA Today Article. http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/homeland_security/article_002642.php

Recent polls seem to indicate that President Bush is on the wrong side of public opinion regarding the deal. A recent Cook Political Report/RT Strategies poll shows that 70% of 1000 respondents believe that we should not allow a company from the U.A.E control our shipping ports only 21% were in favor of the measure. The Ports Issue may also be contributing to a dip in President Bush’s overall approval ratings, according to USA Today. http://www.voicesofsept11.org/artman/publish/news/article_002648.php
