Rockaways Memorial

A multicolored glass dome embedded with crystal stars, each inscribed with the name of one of the 57 residents from the Rockaways in Queens who perished at the World Trade Center, was unveiled last week. The dome - 12 feet in diameter and two feet high - completes the last monument in Tribute Park, a memorial to Ground Zero victims located at Beach 116th Street and Beach Channel Drive on Jamaica Bay in Rockaway Park. 

The dome is constructed of 48,000 pieces of hand-cut glass in indigo, blue, red, green and yellow that cast a rainbow on the white pillars of the pavilion. It was created by Patrick Clarke, a stained glass artist from Far Rockaway. According to Clark, "This will remind us that our loved ones who died are still in our midst. We in Rockaway have not forgotten," as quoted in a NY Newsday Article.

Opened last year, The Tribute Park is a public space with an unobstructed view of the Manhattan skyline. The landscaped park, created with funds raised in the community, includes a granite stone inscribed with the names of the more than 300 firefighters - including 24 from the Rockaways - who died at Ground Zero as well as other memorial benches and mosaics. 

At the dome's unveiling, each of the 57 names were read and ashes from Ground Zero were sprinkled onto the soil. The dedication also featured musical performances and a Native American blessing. 

"They did a nice job," said Sean Heeran, brother of WTC victim Charlie Heeran, 23, and a firefighter with Engine 280 in Prospect Heights, Brooklyn. "It took them a while to get it done, but it really paid off. I think everybody's really happy with it," according to the NY Daily News 

