. But some early reviews have noted the film's reverant tone and emotional power in telling the heroic story of McLoughlin, Jimeno and three other PA officers who answered the call on 9/11. "At the center of this story are two men with families, still with their wives, relatively happy… real men and women who don't have everything, but have enough to live with. They are America, or at least our hope of what America is," David Poland writes in a positive Movie City News review.

Despite Oliver Stone's reputation as a leftist and a political filmmaker, "World Trade Center" is primarily a rescue story, not a political conspiracy thriller like JFK. In fact, the movie earned a strong endorsement from conservative FOX news television host Cal Thomas, who called it " one of the greatest pro-American, pro-family, pro-faith, pro-male, flag-waving, God Bless America films you will ever see" in his nationally-syndicated column yesterday. Thomas was particularly gratified by the unabashed spirituality of some characters and apparent Christian symbolism in the film. Stone probably appreciates Thomas' urging of all Americans to "Go and see it beginning Aug. 9 and make him a large profit." Stone has voiced concerns about the film's box office viability, citing the disappointing audiences for Paul Greengrass' "United 93" despite good marks from critics.
