The 9/11 Report for Every American
Government reports are rarely beach reading, and the 9/11 Commission made a concerted effort to make their final public report as easy to read as possible. Their strategy was a success: the Report was a bestseller, and the knowledge it contained reached millions of Americans. But many Americans have not read the report, or read only portions. A new “graphic novel” adaptation to be released next week aims to help the 9/11 Commission’s Report reach a much larger audience.

The 9/11 Report: A Graphic Adaptation (Hill and Wang, $16.95 paperback, $30 hardcover), by writer Sid Jacobson and artist Ernie Colón will help millions more Americans, young and old, learn about the Commission’s investigation into the events of 9/11 and the lessons America must learn. According to promotional materials for the graphic novel: “Using every skill and storytelling method Jacobson and Colón have learned over the decades, they have produced the most accessible version of the 9/11 Report. Jacobson’s text frequently follows word for word the original report, faithfully captures its investigative thoroughness, and covers its entire scope, even including the Commission’s final report card. Colón’s stunning artwork powerfully conveys the facts, insights, and urgency of the original. Published on the fifth anniversary of the terrorist attacks on the United States, an event that has left no aspect of American foreign or domestic policy untouched, The 9/11 Report puts at every American’s fingertips the most defining event of the century.”

Though they were initially skeptical of the project, 9/11 Commission Chair Thomas Kean and vice-Chair Lee H. Hamilton fully endorsed the graphic adaptation after seeing Jacobson and Colón’s work. Their foreword to the book commends "the talented graphic artists of this edition for their close adherence to the findings, recommendations, spirit and tone of the original commission report." Kean and Hamilton have written their own new book, Without Precedent: the Inside Story of the 9/11 Commission, published last week. For a limited time, The 9/11 Report: A Graphic Adaptation is available for viewing on-line on slate.com. VOICES urges our membership VOICES encourages all our members to view this exciting new interpretation of the 9/11 Commission’s landmark report.
