Janette MacKinlay, an artist and art teacher, moved to Lower Manhattan from California in 1997 and settled in a 4th floor loft at 110 Liberty Street. Both she and her companion, Jim Lecce, were active participants in the Downtown arts and culture scene. As the events of 9/11 unfolded right across the street, Janette and Jim decided at first to “wait it out,” but the dust and debris cloud created by the collapse of Tower Two blew out their windows and forced them to evacuate the area. We are fortunate that Janette recorded this amazing story of survival and recovery as “Fortunate: A Personal Diary of 9/11” now available in the Survivor’s Stories section of the 9/11 Living Memorial. The selection of photographs includes shots before, during and after the attacks. Also included are memorial floral arrangements which were inspired by Janette’s background in contemporary art and the discipline of Ikebana, Japanese flower arranging. We encourage all of you to read this moving and informative perspective on the events of 9/11. You can learn more about Janice and her artistic responses to 9/11 called “The Need to Remember” at her website: www.theneedtoremember.com
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