Open Letter to Conferees on 9/11 Bill (H.R.1 / S.4 )

July 19, 2007

Dear Conferees:

The two Houses of Congress are poised at a critical juncture. You, as Conferees, must now decide whether the bill that emerges from your deliberations will effectively enact the 9/11 Commission recommendations and be a powerful tool for safeguarding American lives. 
Over the past several months, we have communicated on numerous occasions with the offices of Congressional leadership and Committee members in order to convey our views about the issues addressed in the legislation. We are taking this opportunity to reiterate those views. Although H.R.1 and S.4 have many complementary provisions, a side by side comparison reveals many instances where there are differences in the level of security offered.  We urge you, as you conference on these matters, to include the strongest, most protective provisions in the final bill submitted for the President’s signature. 
Both the 9/11 Commission and the President agree that nuclear terrorism is the gravest threat facing our nation. We endorse strong provisions for securing loose nuclear weapons material, to prevent it from falling into the hands of terrorists.

Risk-based funding is common sense and should prevail for distributing Department of Homeland Security grants. Tax dollars should not be squandered protecting unlikely terrorist targets. 
We support strong aviation security measures for passenger planes. Those who lost a loved one on 9/11 know all too well that airlines are targets. The job of preventing a terrorist attack by air is only half done when passengers and their belongings are fully inspected, but the cargo in the plane is not. 

Intelligence is our first and most critical line of defense against terrorism. We endorse the provisions that address improved intelligence coordination and transparency and take the first steps toward better Congressional oversight. 
There are risks in expanding the Visa Waiver program. There are no “friendly” countries in a world where terrorists inhabit every nation and their only allegiance is to their unholy cause. A ‘disqualification system’ that focuses on technical violations rather than threat is misdirected at the core.

This bill presents an opportunity to strengthen the watchdog panel needed to safeguard our basic freedoms. We need a vigilant, independent and empowered Privacy and Civil Liberties Oversight Board to reign in the overzealous. The House version will better serve that purpose.

Strong legislation is also needed to address vulnerabilities in our rail and transit systems. We applaud the steps that have been taken to incorporate protecting these notorious terrorist targets into this national security bill. 
Both the House and Senate bills contain controversial issues.  However, the highest priority should be given to crafting truly meaningful legislation that adheres to the letter and spirit of the 9/11 Commission recommendations. Jurisdictional fighting must not derail this vital legislation, the true battle is elsewhere. We therefore urge those appointed to this conference to strive for swift consensus. 

The 9/11 Commission handed Congress a roadmap.  Now is not the time for detours. Each of you, as Conferees must rise above partisan politics, pessimism and petty turf battles to get this long-overdue job done. For the safety of all Americans, we urge you to remember the lessons of 9/11 and close the gaping security loopholes before the August. We are watching, but more importantly, so is Al Qaeda. 

Respectfully,

	Carol Ashley

Mother of Janice, 25
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	Rosemary Dillard
Widow of Eddie, 54
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	Beverly Eckert, 

Widow of Sean Rooney, 50
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	Mary Fetchet, 

Mother of Brad, 24

President, VOICES of September 11th


	
	

	Carie Lemack

Daughter of Judy Larocque, 50

President, Families of September 11



	Abraham Scott,
Widower of Janice, 46
9/11 Pentagon Families


	
	


Cc:  Speaker Nancy Pelosi 

       Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid

       Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell

       House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer

       House Minority Leader John Boehner

